
Rural-UrbanContinuum:MeaningandDefinitions:

Rural-urbancontinuum,themergingoftownandcountry,aterm usedinrecognitionofthefact

thatingeneralthereisrarely,eitherphysicallyorsocially,asharpdivision,aclearlymarked

boundarybetweenthetwo,withonepartofthepopulationwhollyurban,theotherwhollyrural.

AccordingtoProfessorA.R.Desai,‘Sociallifeinthecountry-sidemovesanddevel­opsina

ruralsettingjustassociallifeintheurbanareamovesanddevelopsinanurbansetting,their

respectivesettingsconsiderablydetermineruralandurbansociallife.’

RURAL-URBANCONTINUUM:

From theanalyticalpointofview,thecharacteristicsofthesetwomodesoflivingare

representedbytwoconceptsnamely‘ruralism’and‘urbanism.’Ruralism signifiestheruralmode

oflivinginwhichthereispredominanceoftraditions,customs,andfolkcultureandjointfamily.

Ontheotherhand,urbanism signifiestheurbanmodeoflivinginwhichthereispredominance

ofimpersonalrelations,individualism andsecondaryassociations.

Theruralsocialworldisdifferentfrom theurbansocialworld.Thereisavaliddistinction

betweenvillageandcityintermsoftwodifferentethosoflife,culturalpatterns,socio-cultural

groupingsandmodesofearningandlivelihood.

However,therearealsostructuralsimilaritiesbetweenthetwowithregardtothepatternsof

caste,kinship,rulesofmarriages,observanceofreligiouspractices,migrations,educational

institutions,employ­mentopportunitiesandadministrationaretheotherinstitutionalsources

oflinkagesbetweenvillagesandcities.Thus,villagesandtownscannotbeseensimplyas

dichotomousentities.Theyareinterlinkedandyetdistinctfrom eachother.

Theconceptofrural-urbancontinuum isbasedontheassumptionofrural-urbandifferences.

AccordingtoG.V.Fuguitt,‘Ifrural-urbansociologyistocontinueaspecializedsub-fieldandhas

ameaningfulconceptualbasis,theneedforaneworientationisevident.’

ProfessorBertrandmadethefollowingobservation:‘Proponentsofthecontinuum theoryfeel

thatrural-urbandifferencesoccurinarelativedegreeinarangeextendingbetweentwopolar

extremesofruralandurban.’

Thecontinuum theorylaysemphasisontherural-urbandifferencesratherthanontherural-

urbandichotomy.Irrespectiveofthecourseofevolution,distinctioncanbedrawnbetweenrural

andurbanwayoflife.



Thedifferencebetweenurbancentresandruralareasmayseem soobviousthatthedefinitions

shouldnotbeanissue.However,therecanbemajorvariationsinthewaysinwhichdifferent

nationsdefinewhatisanurbancentre.Thecriteriausedincludepopu­lationsizeanddensity,

andtheavailabilityofservicessuchasthesecondaryschools,hospitalsandbanks.

However,thecombinationofcriteriaappliedcanvarygreatly.Eventhepopulationthresholds

usedcanbedifferent:formanyAfricannations,itis5,000inhabitants,whileformostLatin

AmericanandEuropeannations,itcanbeaslowas2,000or2,500,orevenjustafewhundred

inhabitants.

Thiswidefluctuationindefinitionshasthreeimportantimplications:

i.Officialclassificationsshouldbetreatedwithcaution—forexample,alargeproportionof

settlementsclassedas‘rural’inChinaandIndiawouldfallwithinthe‘urban’category,ifthey

usedthecriteriaandpopulationthresholdsadoptedbymanyothercountries.Giventhesizeof

thepopulationofthesetwocountries,thiswouldsig­nificantlyincreasetheoverallproportion

ofurbanresidentsinAsiaandintheworld.

ii.Internationalcomparisonsaredifficult,astheymaylookatsettlementswhich,despitebeing

classedinthesamecategory,maybeverydifferentinbothpopulationsizeandinfrastructure.In

addition,thereliabilityofdataonurbanizationtrendswithinonenationcanbecompromisedby

changesinthedefinitionofurbancentresovertime.

iii.Publicinvestmentinservicesandinfrastructuretendstoconcentrateonthecentresthatare

definedasurban.Asaconsequence,investmentcanbypasssettlementsnotdefinedasurban

evenifthesecan,andoftendo,haveanimportant‘urbanroleinthedevelopmentofthe

surroundingruralareas.Withinnationalandregionalurbansystems,largercitiesalsotendtobe

favouredwithpublicinvestmentoversmall-andintermediate-sizedurbancentres,including

thosewithimportantrolesinsupportingagriculturalproduction,processingandmarketing.


